JUL 20 2004 14=40 FR TUCKER ELLIS WEST LLP216 592 5009 TD 91703B729306 



P. 03/06 



Appl. No. 09/756,570 
Page 2 of 5 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior vexsions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS: 

Claims 1-4 (canceled) 

Claim 5 (currently amended): Tfee-A method of implementing a control chaimel foy 
exchanging information between switching devices in a packet switched Gigabit EtibLemet 
network, comprising: 

selecting m imused portion of an 8 octet preamble frame of a packet format used 
for commnnicating between switching devices, as d e fm e d in claim 4 wherein s^ a third 
octet of said preamble frame containing oontotna a special code to signify that following 
frames contain control information; and 

embedding the control infonnation in the unused portion . 

Claim 6 (original): The method as defined in claim 5, wherein said control information is 
embedded in three octets following said third octet. 

Claim 7 (original) The method as defined in claim 6, wherein said three octets having 
embedded control infonnation have a distinctive high order bit. 

Claim 8 (currently amended) The method as defined in claim 5 [[1]] wherein said 
switching devices are managed as a group of switches in a clustered arrangement* 

Claim 9 (original) The method as defined in claim 8 wherein said control infonnation 
relates to disable and enable flow control. 

Claim 10 (original) The method as defined ni claim 8 wherein said control information 
relates to transmission of priority packets between switching devices. 
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Claim 1 1 (original): The method as defined in claim 8 wherein said control information 
relates to results of a hash algorithm implemented as between ports within said cluster. 

Claim 12 (original) The method as defined in claim 8 wherein said control information 
relates to ports making up a mirrored pair involving a switch cluster. 

Claim 13 (original) The method as defined in claim 8 wherein said control information 
relates to multicast packet protocols distributed to cluster switches within said network. 

Claim 14 (currently amended) A system for implementing a control channel for use in 
exchanging information between switching devices in a packet switched Gigabit Ethemet 
flommunioationa n etwork comprising: 

means to select an unused portion of a packet format used to carry communication 
between switching devices , the unused portion being an 8 octet preamble fi^mea third 
octet of the preamble contains a special code to signify that following fi^ames contain 
control information; a nd 

means to embed control information in the unused portion. 

Claims 15-16 (canceled) 
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